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MASCAGNI IN TROUBLE? THAT IS NOTHING NEW

Meascagni [of the Tisno, {0 his Pejama Juse,

8 Mascagn! in trouble again, as n_u‘

cable despatches from Europe
would have people bellave? No.!

he {s still in trouble; he is always !

in trouble, or to be more accurate
ha 1s always making trouble.
The latest news about him is =uch |
that were it not for Mascagnl's past |
performances one might suspect some |
ins!dlous press agent of trying to catch |
public attention at the preclse moment |
when the author of “Cavalleria” 18!
about to give the world a new opera. |

Tha !ibretto of this new work will bei
from the pen of another Itallan school- |
boy who will never come of age,/
Gabriele d'Annunzlo.

Mascagn! is now 49, having been born |
at Leghorn on December 7, 1863. His |
father, who was a baker, had hopes of |
transmitt!ng to Pletro the prosperous |
hread shop he had inherited from his |
I"letro, however, was lazy and
ing |

ClUE=

father,
ad an unfortunate lking for picy
practical jokes on hia father's
miers.  When an old woman broke |
or laust front tooth on a lMttle statue
of the Virgin Pletro had smuggled lm"-i
i loaf while it was baking his fmhori
d to resort to severe measures of |

re)ression,

I tro subseguently limped out of the |
house and went tramping for a month. |
B the end of that time old Mnn-ns‘:mi
| Iv repented of hiz hasty though
jed treatment of his mischievons
\Wvhen the police located the young

suway he was told that any of his |
wishes regarding a career would 'mlnhnu'ml i
asl=ted Ly his family and that never, |

wer aealn would he be compelled to
end over the kneading trough or tnl
stund in front of the baking oven. |

I want to be a lawyer,” Pletro de- |
ilared when he finally wrestled himself |
free from the smothering embrace of his ;
overjor od parents. |

“A lawyer you shall be,” the father
declared,

Pietro was young yet and had a few |
things to learn before beginning to read |
law in earnest. }He began to numd|
schiool at the local lyceum and for a
faw months at least peace relgned In
the Mascagni famlly,

Then it happened that one of the
nelghbors purchased a plano, Pletro
hegan to neglect his home study and to
spend more and more time listening to
the neighbor's playing. Very soon the
law lost all fascination for him and he
iecided to become a planist.

The results of one or two aliusions
he made at the dinner table about the
~harms of a musical carcer were enough
to convince him that his father would !
snce more resort to strenuous physical |
treatment should he reveal his eecret !
plans. He then began to buy stacks r‘f}
vlassical and legal text books which
were absolutely necessary to the con-|
tinuation of his studles, FPapa Mas-
ragnl grumbled, but finally settled all
Lilie. \

One day, however, a polite gentleman
canie in and with profuse apologies an-
nounced that he would llke to collect a
littla sum, now over due, for muslc
lessons given to Master Mascagnl

“Music lessons? To my son?"

“Yes, slgnor. 1 have had the honor
#nd pleasure of teaching music to your
son for a year.”

“liasn’'t ha pald you in all that time?"

“i1a did pay me until last May. Only
I am n lttle short of cash just now
«nd | took the lberty."”

When Pletro came home & painful
cxplanation took place, It came out
that he had entered into contract with
# boolt degler by which the book dealer

huwsed from him on rather mt-'

(apeons terms  the hooks  Pletro |
lel for his alleged legal studies, !
on thinga began to happen, Pletro,

the worse for wear, was gathered
ane of his uncles,  After Ll
ttored features had recovered thelr
rnal expression he was sent to the
rubind Institute, where the faumous
= Uredin! became his teacher,
Fur a couple of years the uncle had
to regret his generosity
mard hin wayward nephew., The very
Neer compositions of the young musie
ndent found recognition and were
erformed at local festivals, A sym-
ny in € minor, a kyrle written on the
i of Cherubint's festival, a can-
“ta for volees and orchestra, and a few
more compositions muade a pretty good
cwing for a boy of 16,
When tn 1880 he won A first prize
satting to musie Echiller’s "Ode
Toy,” which was used by RBeethoven
'ha chorus of his “Ninth Symphony,”
t Plorestano de Lardel volunteered
vay for the boy's musical education
"Ml ha was 25,
Pletrn Mescagn!

L

ey

went then to study
Milin 'onservatory of Muasle.

fo In the musleal capital of Ttaly of
y o tan many temptations to the splr
cung fellow. Time and thme agaln
protector had to rescue him from
Augry creditors and designing persons
of the falr sex. His early triumpho

{of

had devoloped his ego far beyond the'
safety limit. He was first ejected from !
Ponchielll’s, then from Saldini's class at
the conservatory.

one day a pup!l of the opera class
to whom he had been paying marked

imtwn!lnn recured a place with a travel-

ling opera company. Mascagn! floated
a loan with the ururers, who had often-
times been pacified by Count Florestano,
and the Conservatory saw him no more,
e was not exactly missed by his
teachers,

After copying parts for the orchestra.
rehearsing the chorus, coaching the
principals and doing many other things
—what wouldn't he have done to re-
main near his songbird—Mascagnl was
promoted to the dignity of conduetor

Up to that time the company had
done good busineas, Mascagnl, however,
gucceeded very soon in allenating the
good will of the publie, Itallan musle
lovers care very little for reallsm on
the operatic stage, but they care for
beautiful tones; thelr artistlc consclence
s never disturbed by the fact that the
#lain hero has to arise, bow to the
gallery and repeat the aria whose finale
colnclided with the fatal dagger thrust,

Mascagn! set about single handed to
reform that time honored mnational
habit. It came to pass that one night
while the company was performing In
Naples the gallery gods asked some
slaln hero to get to hla feet and do it
all over agaln.

Mascagnl shooed the singer away
and played the next motive, DPande-
monium broke loose. Mascagn! stopped
the orchestra and turned round to ad-
dress the audlence.

“We will glve no encores,”
very firmly.

You will,

he sald

too'!" a hundred volces

Onee more the orchestra began play- '

ing the muslc for the next scene. The
round of the instruments was Instantly
drowned by a Nlagara of voclferations.

“Fools! Fools!™ Maseagnl howled,
“Don’'t you see that this man is dead?

“You'll goon be dead too!" some one
answered,

Ripping and crashing was heard some- |
where near the celilng; a wooden seat
salled through the auditorium and
damaged the scenery. Lest they sghould
find the range with the second misslle
Mascagni dived through the orchestra
door and left the company to Its own
devices, |

Another company offered him a place |
then another and then |
another and he wrecked them all cheer- |
fully by his stubborn refusal to give
the public what the public wanted, ‘

as conductor;

In between times he ran away with

n beautiful young woman whose family |
didn*t care for such a picturesque son- |
settled in |

in-law, got married and
Cerignola. He was 25, He promised
to ramble no more, and with the help
of his father-in-law established himself
as a plano teacher.

He met with success at first, but |

his eccentricities wearfed some of his
puplls, The others he threw bhodlly out
his etudio. His wife's family re-
sponded to several appeals for money,
but finally decided to Invest thelr cash |
in more profitable ways. |

Mascagn!, his wifa and two little |
Mascagnis actually went without food
for a few days. Flnally the Mayor of
Cerlgnola, who had falth in the erratic
composer's future, proposed to the
municipal councll that Mascagni be |
elected conductor of the town orchestra.
The first month's salary amounting to
100 lre, about $20, was pald in advance
to the hungry family.

e e e

had returned to him touched by his
wife's apologetic explanations.

Under the guidance of this level
headed woman Mascagn! managed to
earn a livellhood in the little town of
Cerignola; but the little town of Cerig-
nola lacked very sadly the atmosphere
to which Mascagn! had accustomed him-
self in hia hohemian youth, i

He had in his portfolio the completed
score of an opera,”Cavalleria Rusticana,”
and was frightening his family about
once a day by threatening to pull up
stakes and move to Rome or Milan,
where his genlus would be better appre-
clated, |

In those days fortunately BSignora
'Mascagn! acted as cashler for the house-
hold and collected from the maestro's
puplls all tuition fees. Mascagn!l noever
had enough cash on hand to run very
far away and not one of Cerignolu's citi- |
zens was trusting enough to supply him!
with carfare to a distant point.

One day Signota Mascagni read in a |

newspaper about a prize which the'lpﬂn'ledtn his boyish Imagination.

filled the blll but for the fact that the
*Intermezzo” was nnt finlshed

After much coaxing Mascagni con-
sented to add the last touch to the un- !
completed score. Then in a fit of ar- |
tistic temper or temperament he selzed
the whole manuscript and threw It
into the fire, which wasn't hurning very
brightly. His wife rezcued it and mailed
it to the publishers. It won the prize |
and flattering hurdy gurdys have ever
since nauseated reveral continents with
their mournful rendering of the “Inter-
mezzo."”

This time Signora Mascagn!l advanced
to her husband the price of a cirenlar
ticket to the largest Itallan citles. This
meant prosperity, fame, independence;
ut least it might have meant Independ-
ence to a man of regular hablts,

Mascagni has always spent a little
more than his operas have netted him
in rovalties, and ha haa =pent probably
as much time in court as if he had fol-
lowed the professlcn which once ap-

sault. Once an organ grinder, anxious to
show his respect for the maestro, sta-
tioned himself under Mascagni’s win-
dows and started grinding away the
everlasting “Intermezzeo.”” Whether
from mnervousness or from personal
cholce he played it “prestissimo.” Mas-

\cagnl descended upon him and after

abusing him soundly took the handle
of the organ and showed the astonished
organ gréinder how to Interpret his
work properly.

A few days after what sight should
greet Mascagni's eyes but an organ to
which a large slgn was affixed: “Pupll
of the {llustriesimo Maestro Mascagn!.”

Ma=cagn!l broke his cane over the mis-
creant's head and might have damaged
his own knuckles If the pollee hadn't
stopped the fight.

Ten years ago he declded quite sud-
denly to tour the United States. Ha
gathered a motley company of singers,
some tenth rate acenery and a

Career of the Composer of **Cavalleria Rusticana™ Marked by Outbursts of
the Artistic Temperament — His Difficulties at Home and His Quarrels
With the Public — Lively Record of His American Tour

cans to write a Manila Te Deum to glom
rity Dawey's victory. Ha never went bo’
vond the first bar, and finally laid 1t
aside never to take it up again. His en-
ithusiasm had cooled entirely.

Hoon after his return from America
the King ot Bpain Invited him to direct
a musical festival In Madrid, Mascagnl
accepted. On his arrival In Madrid he
went to four different hotels without be-
ing able to wkecure accommodations,

On the firet day of the festival, when
'he bowed 1o the audience, he was re-
leefved In silence. Applausa followed
| every #clection but those from his own
iworka, Driving home from the audi-
| torfum e was jeered at by the popu-
| lnece, e demanded explanations. “The
' man who prostituted his pen by glori-
| fying musically the downfall of Spain,”
he was told, “should not have the nerve
!to show himself in Madrid.”
| Volubly he explained that, first of all,

low  he had never writtan the incriminating

priced orchestra on the assumption that | document, and secondly that he loved

lnnythtng would do In this country. He| America about as much as any patriotio

|
]

. Mescagnl end DAnnungiolon the ground) Feking em Automobile Accident ~ '

|

Mascagn! profited by the lesson hun- ' great publishing house of Bonzogno of- |
ger taught him. He recelved with more | fered for an opera in two acts on an
courtesy those of his former pupils who | Itallan scheme. “Cavalleria” would have

]
o has defended luwsults of all kinds. |

misdeeds from breach of promise to as-

ings or advertising and never gave a
thought to the financlal end of the
game,

His new opera “Iris" was given at
the Herald Square Theatre and falled to
attract much attention. Then foilowed a
lamentable tour, in the course of which
the composer was sued several thines for
breach of contract.

One Sunday afternoon, with a
band of artists, he crossed the Connecti-
cut border and passed through this city
on his way to Pennsylvania. Four sume-

mons servers were lying In wait for him. |

Knowing well that all his costumes and
scenery could be attached on Monday
morning Mascagnl, always full of bra-
vado, gave a concert In Manhattan and
the composer's friends persuaded Mavor
Seth Low to send a good slzed'regiment
of New York policemen as an escort to
protect Mascagnl and his company on
thelr route from the theatre on Broad-
way to take the XNew Jersey
where they left at midnight for Phila-
delphla.

When the composer s#ailed from New
York It was sald he had declared
would never return. He gave his opin-

lfon of America when he arrived in Paris,
lund it was In no complimentary words

that he declared he would never come
back.

For montha after his departure th
Rlalto teemed with long halred Itallans
whao sollelted help on the plea that they

then  abandoned without
Thera must have baen a thousand of
those “would have been” victims prowl.
ing around the city,

Before starting on his journey

sloned by some patriotic 1tallan Amerl-
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DECEIVED CHICKENS MADE TO GROW FAST BY USING SIXTEEN HOUR DAY

An instanos of the way in which an In-
dustry often heset with uncertainties and
failures can by the use of eloctricity be
brought within the range of eany nudi
successful operation is seen in a South-
ern incubating plant.

Here the heat control and air circula-
tion are effected by electrical means, the
growth of the chickens heing artificially
foroed by electric light. Over the egg
trays, which are placed on racks twenty
deep, motor driven blowers circulate air
heated by natural gas burners, and five
thousand eggs can be handled and
hiatched in u space 2 feet hy 4 feet by 4
feet, or about one-tenth the room occupled
under the old methods,

After the hatching has begun trays
with high sides take the plave of the in-
cubating trays. ‘The heated air, which is
forced evenly to all parta of the tray
racks, is kept humid by being passed over
pans of water, and the temperature is
maintained always at 100 degrees.

The degree to which the growth of the
chickenn is forced by exposure to tungsten
lights ia surprising. The scheme is to
subslitute sixteen hour artiticial days—
with eight hour light and eight hour dark,
periods- for the natura! twenty-four hour
cycle. ‘Thia works in a very simple way.

The chick naturally eats during the
light hours, digesting the food after dark

In eight bours he can eat all the food be'recently been suggested for reducing

Hetle |

he |

|
1o
He has been charged with all kinds of { America Mascagn! had been commls- |

[dldn‘t bother much with advance book-[ Spanlard would. Tt was of no avall

Only  the direct intervention of the
King, whose inyvited guest he was, saved
him from more contumely,

| The ®pantards' attitude cut the
{ maestro =0 deeply that he went so far
tas to decare that he would rather have
to deal with a Doston sherif than with
:;: Spenish grandee,  Considering that
he had been arrested twice iu Boston,
i.. wnas saving much,

second  Mascagnl

| A visit was pro-

| fosed in 1010, when #® new opera was

{ promised on Lady Godlva's equestrian

escapade, This work, *“Ys=obel,” In-
i\‘u‘\'n-i the composer in leeal proceed-
l!n:.:.‘t with Llebler & o, Bessin Abott

| Was engaged to sing the leading role.
Miss Abott sailed for this country, and
lll wis
about

announeced that

|be produced at the New Theatre,
| Ttallan singers, orchestra divectors
and muslciang began to arrive with

 bill to
ener

are that the maes-

Y

tro was 1o arrlve next week-and

| then they would have plenty of money.
Mase nl, however, did not sall, and

| the cable brought reports that he had
[ differed with Licbler & Co, over pay-
ments Sult was brought by the come-

| Do in Miltan, and In March, 1911, it
{Was announced by cable that he had
iwon his sult,. The composer subses
| quentdy conducted a “two a day” revival
Lof “Cavalleria” at the London Iippo-

illml heen brought over by Mascugn! and  drome,
resources. |

He finally produced *Ysobel” in South
| ‘merlea last year at BDuenos Ayrea, In
{the intervals of his travels he directed
torchestras and lyrie theatres in Italy
and resumed his teachiing and composing.

In 1008 he was appointed conductor ot
i the ume Opera House, e selected his
singers and musicians from the great-
est  Furopean opera houses, bought
many new operas, ordered square miles
{of scenery and —threw up the job,

A3 he Is the musical director of the
Costanzl Theatre it may be that he

wants, and in another eight houra ha has ) the danger to ships of collision with sand [an exhibit of electriv cooking devices | Learning to read his meter he kept close | really stopped there, not for any girl

digested it ull.
out of every twenty-four, The chicks vessels ix an electrical sea pilot
thus live three electrie days in two ordi- | consista of a bronze o'gar shaped boat |

convention, Here was his chance, and |

8o eight hours is saved | bars, rocks, icehergs, derelicts and other | in a booth in the lecturs hail for the in- account month by month of his power,
It {spection of the womgen attending the | his output and his costs.

When he could not use all his monthly

{ called Costanza, but for a cash advanes.
g past, however, does not make the
Y elopemient theory totally incredible, Sig-

nary sunshine days, and in four weeks the | about fifty feet long, driven by electrio | promptly he offered for instant service allowance of current himself he would | Rori Mascagnl has forgiven him a good

electrically bred chicken far outstripa f'power through a cable and stecred auto- |
both In weight and condition his brother | matically,
bred in the old fashioned way.

It can be used through the entire voy- |
|age or only during periods of fog. It|
An electrio pump Ia being used to re- l"“dh back to the ship & continuous rec- |
cover deposita of coal which have washed ord of ocean temperature and instantly |

down some parta of the Hunqualmnnn‘“"—“r.[’hl an alarm signal to the bridge | borne most patiently by those house- | i,

River. Every spring freshet loosens up | of the ship If it comes into contact with |
fine coal from the river banks and culm | @ny foreign body,
piles, and it travels for miles along the
bottoms of the river, eventually settling
in sund bars, eddies, atill water lmd.g.|

an elecirio fircless cooking range The !
offer was accopted and the last and most
important lesson of the course was com- |
ploted with the aid of electric heat, !
It in stated that the interruption of the |
gas supply in the homes of the city was |

wives who were already supplied with |
electric appliances of wvarious kinds, |
One citizen on returning home found his

A movement in the direction of im- | Wife cooking vegetables and meat and
proved cooking has been going on in | bolling coffee on an upturned electrie

grind feed and cut ensilage for his neigh-
bors; and so he earned enough by his
motor to pay a large part of his lighting
and power bills. For two years he did
practically all of his power work at an
average cost of $5.48 u month.

Among other things he tells of doing
a letter to a friend are: Grinding in an
hour a ton of heavy grain, such as shelled
corn, barley or wﬂwu. and 1,200 pounds
L of outs, at a cost of 2'4 cents & hundred-
weight; cutting six tons of ensilage in an
hour at a cost of 15 cents; husking a0
bushels of corn in ten hours at a cost

back of bridges, plers, &c. |a Southern city and recently an expert | flatiron, transferring each dish, as it was ' of $1.80; sawing forty cords of wood in
It is estimated that at one point in thsj\'ml engaged (0 give  sories of loctures | finished, to an electrie “heating pad, ten hoursat a cost of & cents a cord, and

river us much as 100,000 tons can be re-
claimed. Here the prevailing size of the | were given with gas ranges burning
coal is No, 4 buckwheat. The fuel is clean | natural gas.
and of excellent heating value. ‘ The convention was to wind up with
A centrifugal pump, driven by a 100 |8n exhibition of paper bag ocookery;
horse-power sixty cyole motor, suoks | but the evening before the last day the
up the coal from the river bed and forces | Datural gas main was broken ninety
it with the water through a long pipe |miles oway. The next morning the
to the shore. Here the coal is deposited, | cooking expert was facing A sad audi-
the water flowing baok to the river, The |ence of 1,600 housewives, with no means
pump can suck up fifty tons of coal an |of satisfying their edgerness to learn
hour | of the latest development in the culinary

art.
It happened that a sales agent for an

Among the many devices which have

on the subject. The demonstrations { which kept it warm until ready to serve,

While electricity is belng used daily
more and more for agricultural work
many furmers are slow to adopt it, doubt-
ing its economy. A Michigan farmer
who made up his mind to have electricity
first and find out about [t afterward
has satisfuctorily blazed the way for his
brethren,

Uning current for grinding feed, cut-.
ting ensilage, husking corn, cutting wood
and pumping water, he noted that his
minimum bill for power was $4.76 a month,

mmmumpm

He set about getting his money's worth.

I running a pump for 2 cents an hour,

Herd of Dwarf Elephants,
From Harper's Weekly.

to have seen a herd of dwarr elephants,
the existence of which has often been
affirmed by natives,

When recently seen the company con-
misted of from thirty to forty individual
elephants meandering in solltary fashion
over a plain.
tonished at the weak defences
1 by their bodles. Nones of them had g
tusk of more than ten Kkllogrammes In
welght. A dead member of the dock
l‘*h

o

offered

weighed put

was afterward found, the tusk of
sight kilogrammes.

An English official in Uganda eclalins |

The obrerver waus most s

fmany times,

It may be also that the knife fight
which preceded his hurrled departurs
was caused by his determination to go
and meet D'Annunzio In 'arls. Slgnora
Mascagnl knows that the combination
D'Annunzio and Mascagnl never pro-
dueed anything but trouble, The two fn-
corrigible boys have many a time wors-
ried the pollce by thelr pranks.

Ten years ago when Mascagnl re-
'turned from Ameriea he and D'Annunzio
#ot nbout to become famous by applying
what they consldered typiteal American
methods,  One day It was agreed that
 D’Annunzlo’s death in an automoblle
accldent ghould be stelephoncd to the
| press,

"Let me run over you," Mascagnl sug-
gested,

To prove to the public that a terrible
motor aecldent had taken place the two
“enfants terribles” had a photographer
|l'ﬂ'urll the seene. Tt was the worst evis.
dence Imaginable against the two fakers.

Un the whole It seoms unneceesary to
worry over Maseagnl's disappearance, Iv
fa a good bet that D'Annunzlo will also
disappear within a few doye and then
that both troublemakcrs will be lb:ﬂ

mhm
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Muscaznl wanm
to s=all, and that the opera would

foppy, | CYOTY steamer, expliining to those with

ein, Oh, vea! The



